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Declaration of Accuracy  
 

In making this declaration, I am aware that sections 490 and 491 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (Cwth) (EPBC Act) make it an offence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide false 
or misleading information or documents. The offence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment or a fine, or 
both. I declare that all the information and documentation supporting this compliance report is true and correct in 
every particular.  I am authorised to bind the approval holder to this declaration and that I have no knowledge of 
that authorisation being revoked at the time of making this declaration. 

 

Signed: 

Full Name: 

Position: Pipeline Delivery Manager  

Organisation: Santos  

Date: 11 June 2026 
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Figure 1-1: DPD Project Area 
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2. Compliance 
The compliance assessment presented in Appendix A of this ACR has been performed based on the EPBC 

Approval (2022/09372) and is subject to conditions of Section 134(1A) of the EPBC Act. 

Santos has assessed its compliance with EPBC Approval (2022/09372) for DPD Project activities by determining 
compliance against the Approval and any environmental performance outcomes and performance standards 
defined the associated Management Plans (Section 2.1). Compliance with these requirements were tracked by 
Santos throughout the reporting period, and collective records for these are maintained within the Barossa 
Environmental Assurance Register (BEAR) – DPD Project (BAS-210 0024) and DPD Vessel Presence and 
Assurance Activity Register (BAS-210 0195). 

There was 1 non-compliance identified with Condition 16 of the EPBC Approval (2022/09372) identified by 

DCCEEW during the reporting period. No non-compliances associated with Management Plans were identified 

relevant to the reporting period.  

Monitoring data submitted under Condition 16 for the previous reporting period (15 March 2024 – 14 March 2025) 
was reviewed and assessed by DCCEEW as being non-compliant and the results of that assessment was 
summarised in a Letter of Education sent to Santos on 20 April 2026. 

Guidance provided to Santos by the department prior to issuing the Letter of Education indicated that the 
monitoring data submitted for the previous reporting period did not follow the species observation data template 
requirements. Among the guidance provided was that latitudes and longitudes are required in 8 decimal places 
(which imply a required precision of ~1.11 millimetres).  

The Letter of Education indicated that Santos is compliant with all other conditions of the Approval and that the 

non-compliance is deemed to be finalised. As DCCEEW indicated the non-compliance is finalised, there are no 

outstanding actions required to be completed. 

 Action Management Plan Implementation and Amendments 

In accordance with the EPBC Approval (2022/09372), it is a condition to implement any associated Action 
Management Plans to avoid and mitigate harm on protected matters, from the commencement of the activity 
through until the completion of the activity.  

In accordance with Condition 3 of 2022/09372, a Protocol for the Protection of Underwater Cultural Heritage 
(PPUCH) was submitted for approval on 3 June 2024 and accepted in writing by a delegate of the Minister for 
Environment and Water on 14 June 2024. The PPUCH was implemented from date of acceptance onwards. 

A suite of additional Action Management Plans, as referenced in Condition 4 of 2022/09372, which collectively 
cover all activities from the Commonwealth/NT waters boundary to the upstream weld of the beach valve were 
implemented throughout the reporting period. These Action Management Plans were prepared to reduce impacts 
and risks from DPD Project activities to a level that is both acceptable and as low as reasonably practicable. They 
include several targets, performance indicators and management actions that were required to be met during the 
implementation of the DPD Project activities. The demonstration of compliance against these Action Management 
Plans for this current reporting period is presented in Appendix B. 

Note that DPD activities undertaken within Commonwealth waters were conducted in accordance with the 
Commonwealth DPD Environment Plan (EP), which sets out the environmental performance outcomes, standards 
and commitments applicable to the DPD activities in Commonwealth Waters. Upon completion DPD activities in 
Commonwealth waters, an Environment Performance Report (EPR) (BAS-210 0394) was submitted to the National 
Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) to demonstrate compliance 
with the EP commitments and confirm that the environmental performance objectives and standards had been 
achieved. A Regulation 54 notification was issued to NOPSEMA on 14 May 2025 signalling end of activities under 
this EP.  

During the reporting period, one Action Management Plan (Offshore Construction Environment Management Plan 
(CEMP)) was updated and submitted to Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 
(DCCEEW) under Condition 7 of 2022/09372. 

No other Action Management Plans were amended during the reporting period. 
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2.1.1 Protocol for the Protection of Underwater Cultural Heritage 

As required under Condition 3a of 2022/09372, the PPUCH (BAS-210 0265) includes: 

• Details of how any underwater cultural heritage identified within the Commonwealth marine area will be 
avoided.  

• Detailed impact control and management measures (if required) to ensure no harm to any underwater cultural 
heritage present within the Commonwealth marine area. 

• A commitment to engage a suitably qualified underwater archaeologist to advise on any items of potential 
underwater cultural heritage identified during construction and any related activities impacting the sea floor (if 
required). 

• Detailed procedures and reporting to be implemented if underwater cultural heritage is discovered, including a 
commitment to notify the department within 21 calendar days of identifying any underwater cultural heritage of 
clear archaeological character identified by a suitably qualified underwater archaeologist. 

• Details of the process to be followed where any variations are required to be made to the PPUCH, including a 
requirement for any revised PPUCH to be submitted to the department for the Minister’s approval, unless 
taking the action in accordance with the revised PPUCH would not be likely to have a new or increased impact. 

The PPUCH, summarises findings from both maritime underwater cultural heritage (UCH) and First Nations UCH 
assessments for the DPD Project Area relevant to the Commonwealth marine area. These assessments have not 
identified any actual or potential UCH for the DPD Project Area within the Commonwealth marine area. The 
PPUCH includes an Unexpected Finds Protocol that documents the process to be followed if any previously 
unknown UCH are identified during the DPD Project within the Commonwealth marine area.  

Following acceptance on 14 June 2024, the PPUCH was revised and resubmitted to DCCEEW as Revision 1 on 20 
January 2025, in accordance with Condition 7 of EPBC Approval 2022/09372. No revisions to the PPUCH were 
made during the reporting period.  

Implementation of the PPUCH commenced 04 February 2025 and was ongoing throughout the reporting period.  

During the reporting period, there were no non-compliances identified relating to the implementation of the PPUCH 
(refer to Appendix A for further information).  

2.1.2 Offshore Construction Environment Management Plan 

The Offshore CEMP (BAS-210 0024) details an overarching environmental management approach and measures 
for the construction of the section of the DPD pipeline from the shore pull onshore termination point to the boundary 
between NT and Commonwealth waters. The Offshore CEMP primarily covers activities supporting pipeline 
installation in marine waters, with some activities at the shoreline and onshore at the DLNG facility. Spoil disposal 
activities at the nominated DPD spoil disposal ground were also covered under the Offshore CEMP.  

The Offshore CEMP details the environmental impacts and risks associated with the activity and demonstrates how 
these will be managed. The Offshore CEMP also provides an implementation strategy that was used to measure 
and report on environmental performance during planned activities and unplanned events, to ensure impacts and 
risks were continuously reduced to and maintained at an acceptable level. 

The Offshore CEMP was revised and resubmitted to DCCEEW as Revision 1 on 27 November 2024, in 
accordance with Condition 7 of the EPBC Approval (2022/09372). The Offshore CEMP was revised again during 
this reporting period, with Revision 2 submitted to DCCEEW on 26 March 2025, in accordance with Condition 7 of 
the EPBC Approval (2022/09372).  

Activities under the Offshore CEMP were carried out during the reporting period between 15 March 2025 and 09 
May 2025.  

During the reporting period, there were no non-compliances identified relating to the Offshore CEMP (refer to 
Appendix B.1 for further information). 

2.1.3 Acid Sulfate Soil Dewatering Management Plan 

The Acid Sulfate Soil Dewatering Management Plan (ASSDMP) (BAS-210-0049) details environmental 
management measures to reduce the risk and impact from acid sulfate soil and/or acidic groundwater encountered 
during onshore construction. The ASSDMP applies to proposed earthworks within the intertidal and onshore areas 
of the DPD Project pipeline construction. These areas are located within the Darwin Liquefied Natural Gas (DLNG) 
Facility approved disturbance footprint. 

During the reporting period, the ASSDMP was updated and Revision 1 was submitted to DCCEEW on 13 
November 2024 in accordance with Condition 7 of EPBC Approval (2022/09372).  
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During the reporting period, activities that may have encountered ASS or groundwater were carried out between 15 
March 2025 and 28 June 2025. There were no ground disturbing activities in the intertidal zone.  No ASS and no 
groundwater were encountered during the reporting period requiring management under the ASSDMP.    

During the reporting period, there were no non-compliances identified relating to the ASSDMP (refer to Appendix 
B.2 for further information). 

2.1.4 Marine Megafauna Noise Management Plan 

The Marine Megafauna Noise Management Plan (MMNMP) (BAS-210 0045) details the impacts associated with 
underwater noise generated during construction of the DPD pipeline in NT waters, with a particular focus on the 
trenching activities in Darwin Harbour. It describes the measures in place to prevent significant impacts to marine 
megafauna from underwater noise. 

The MMNMP identifies a range of measures to manage and mitigate potential environmental impacts to marine 
megafauna due to underwater noise emissions from construction of the DPD pipeline in NT waters, including the 
implementation of the Marine Megafauna Observation and Adaptive Management Protocol. 

The implementation of the MMNMP commenced on 15 June 2024 and implementation was ongoing throughout the 
reporting period. There were no trenching activities undertaken to generate underwater noise during the reporting 
period.   

During the reporting period, there were no non-compliances identified relating to the implementation of the 
MMNMP (refer to Appendix B.3 for further information). 

2.1.5 Trenching and Spoil Disposal Management and Monitoring Plan 

The Trenching and Spoil Disposal Management and Monitoring Plan (TSDMMP) (BAS-210 0023) outlines the 
environmental impacts and risks arising from the trenching and spoil disposal activities associated with DPD 
Project. It details how these impacts and risks will be monitored and managed, including via the implementation of 
an adaptive monitoring and management strategy.  

The TSDMMP addresses trenching activities that have been undertaken within the proposed trench and pre-sweep 
areas between the pipeline shore pull onshore termination point to the Commonwealth/NT waters boundary and 
the disposal of trenched material at the nominated DPD spoil disposal within NT waters. 

The implementation of the TSDMMP commenced on 15 June 2024, with implementation ongoing until trenching 

activities concluded on 01 December 2024. There were no activities carried out under the TSDMMP during the 

reporting period. 

During the reporting period, there were no non-compliances identified relating to the implementation of the 
TSDMMP (refer to Appendix B.4 for further information). 

2.1.6 Onshore Construction Environment Management Plan 

The Onshore CEMP (BAS-210 0025) details the environmental impacts and risks associated with the construction 
of the onshore pipeline and demonstrates how these will be reduced to an acceptable level. The Onshore CEMP 
provides guidance on the environmental management approach, measures, and requirements to ensure that the 
DPD Project pipeline construction activities on NT land were undertaken in an environmentally responsible manner 
and in line with regulatory requirements. 

The Onshore CEMP covers the 200-metre onshore section of the DPD pipeline, extending from the onshore 
termination point (approximately 2 metres above highest astronomical tide) to the upstream weld of the beach 
valve. The remaining offshore section, from the termination point to the Commonwealth/NT waters boundary, was 
managed separately under the DPD Offshore CEMP (Section 2.1.2).  

The implementation of the Onshore CEMP commenced on 01 May 2024. During the reporting period, activities 
under the Onshore CEMP were carried out between 15 March 2025 and 19 July 2025. Implementation of the 
Onshore CEMP concluded during the reporting period.   

During the reporting period, there were no non-compliances identified relating to the implementation of the Onshore 
CEMP (refer to Appendix B.5 for further information). 
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3. New Environmental Risks 
During the reporting period, no new environmental risks were identified. 
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The monitoring data relevant to the reporting period that has been submitted to DCCEEW in support of this ACR is 
listed below: 

• MFO Forms - Fortitude 

• MFO Forms - Fiona F 

• MFO Forms - Broadsword 

• DPD As-Built Pipeline Survey Report - KP 0 TO KP 115 (DPD-201 2020) 




